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ACADEMIC POSITIONS

University of Texas at Austin, Assistant Instructor (Instructor of Record) of Linguistics
• Language and People (Summer 2011) – cross listed as WGS s345
• Language and Gender (Spring 2009) – cross-listed as WGS 301
• Introduction to Linguistics (Fall 2009, Spring 2010-Spring 2011)

University of Texas at Austin, Assistant Instructor (Instructor of Record) of Rhetoric
• The Rhetoric of Defining Marriage (Fall 2007-Spr 2008, Fall 2011-Spr 2012)
• Rhetoric and Writing (Fall 2006-Summer 2007; Fall 2008)

University of Texas at Austin, Graduate Teaching Assistant
• Introduction to the Study of Language (Fall 2005)
• Gypsy Language and Culture (Spring 2006)

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Graduate Research Assistant
• International Corpus of English (2001-2002)
• Speaker Series on Language and Politics (1999-2000)

EDUCATION

2005-present Ph.D. Candidate, Linguistics, University of Texas at Austin

2004  M.A. Applied Linguistics, University of Massachusetts, Boston
Thesis advisor Lilia I. Bartolome

1993  B.A. History, Kenyon College

THESIS

“Bringing Gender to the Table: Language, Gender and Power in Seven Lesbian Families”  
M.A. Thesis

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Language, gender, and sexuality and the negotiation of identities
Language and power in conversational contexts
Language use in minority speech communities
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AWARDS AND GRANTS

2010 Graduate School Fellowship, UT Austin
2008, 2010 Graduate Student Professional Development Award, UT Austin
2008 National Science Foundation Travel Grant (IGALA5)
2005 Department of Linguistics Graduate Teaching Fellowship
2004 University of Massachusetts Book Award in Applied Linguistics
1993 George Gund Prize in American Studies
1993 Doris Crozier Award

PUBLICATIONS

Wagner, Sarah. (2010). “Bringing Sexuality to the Table: Language, Gender and Power in Seven 
Lesbian Families”  Gender and Language, Vol. 4.1. 

Edwards, Terra, Kate Shaw, Sarah Wagner, Eiko Yasui (eds).  2008.  Proceedings of the  
Symposium About Language and Society, Austin. Vol. 15.  Available at 
http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/salsa/proceedings/index.htm.

PRESENTATIONS

“Defining Family: Lesbian and Gay Parents and the Negotiation of Family Identities”
American Anthropological Association Annual Conference, November 2010

“Normalizing Family: Gay and Lesbian Family Identities”
Emerging Scholarship in Women’s and Gender Studies Conference, April 2009

“Lesbian and Gay Parents’ Family Discourses”
International Gender and Language Association (IGALA), July 2008

“Family Ideologies of Lesbian and Gay Parents”
Symposium About Language and Society – Austin (SALSA), April 2008

“‘Doing Power’: An Analysis of Dinnertime Conversations in Lesbian Families” 
International Gender and Language Association (IGALA), June 2004

“Gender Construction in Lesbian Family Conversations”
Symposium About Language and Society – Austin (SALSA), April 2004

“Gender, Power, and Language Use in Seven Lesbian Families”
Lavender Languages Conference, February 2004

“Bringing Gender to the Table: Preliminary Findings”
Harvard Graduate Student Research Conference, April 2003



PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

International Gender and Language Association (IGALA)

Linguistic Society of America (LSA)

SERVICE

Supervisor, 2009-2011.  LIN 357 Undergraduate Research Group

Invited Reviewer, 2008. Journal of Pragmatics

Organizer, 2006-2010. Sociolinguistics and Linguistic Anthropology Group (SLANG)

Symposium About Language and Society – Austin (SALSA)
• Panel Moderator, 2009
• Conference Co-Chair, 2007
• Publicity Committee Chair, 2006
• Abstract Reader, 2006-2008

Conference Organizer, 2001.  North American Symposium on Corpus Linguistics and Language 
Teaching

Editorial Assistant.  Corpus Analysis: Language Structure and Language Use.  Charles Meyer 
and Pepi Leistyna, Eds.

Trainer and Consultant, English as a Second Language Tutor Training Programs
• Brandeis University
• Tufts University
• Watertown (MA) Project Literacy Program

Board Member, Watertown (MA) Project Literacy Program
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