Travelling Culture
Brief Description: Travelling ideas, images, artifacts, and
people have troubled traditional scholarly notions of
bounded cultures and cultural wholes. Mobilities are
about boundaries and passages: conceptual and actual
rifts and ruptures. This course will look specifically at
mobility as a point of inquiry into questions of identity,
community, belonging, place and landscape, art,
representation, cultural difference, experience, and
history. Both major and minor travels or mobilities are
suggestive not only of engaging bodily with the world but
also of spectatorship, looking, and being looked at. From
mundane experiences of sauntering and wandering, to
ritualized forms of travel as well as life-changing
displacements we will explore mobility as generative of
cultural exchange (marking sameness and difference), hybridization, exploration, and
play. Finally we will focus not only on history and theory of mobility but on techniques of
attention, description, and representation that form the basis for representing travel and
travelling culture.

Reading: There are three required books in this class. These are listed below and are
available for purchase from the University co-op bookstore. Additional readings (articles)
will be assigned and shared as digital files (pdfs). These will be made available with
advance notice.
Solnit, Rebecca. 2000. Wanderlust: A History of Walking. New York: Viking.
Urry, John. 2007. Mobilities. Polity.
Vitebsky, Piers. 2005. Reindeer People: Living with Animals and Spirits in Siberia.
London: Harper Collins.

Assessment and grading: Evaluation in this class is based on attendance, participation,
and the evaluation of your assignments.
•
•
•
•
•

Participation – 10 points
Weekly reading report (4 in total) – 20 points
Journal entries (3 in total) – 30 points
Formal journal entry (1 five page entry) – 20 points
Test (Open book test. Using one of the main texts) – 20 points

Grades for each component will be given in points. Violations of the Code of Student
Behaviour can result in failing grades.
Late assignments will not be accepted unless there are viable reasons, such as an illness
(physician’s note required) or an Act of God (like a tornado, hurricane, or a blizzard).
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Late assignments will be marked down by two points for every day they are late. An
assignment that is worth 20 points to your final grade will receive a maximum of 18 if it is
handed in one day late. It will receive a maximum of 16/20 if it is handed in two days
late, etc.
If you miss an assignment or examination and have an acceptable excuse (see above) I
reserve the right to evaluate your work in a form other than that originally offered. For
instance, if you have an acceptable excuse for missing the final examination and are
granted a deferral you may be asked to write an essay in lieu of a final examination.

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory in this class. Students with two or more unexcused
absences will have their final evaluation reduced by at least one letter grade.

Class:

ANT S325L & REE S325 (81965)

Semester:

Summer 2011

Instructor:

Craig Campbell (Cultural Forms)

Class meets:

MTWTH 1:00pm-3:00pm

Class location:

SAC 4.118

Office location:

SAC 4.122

Office Hours:

Wed. 3:00 – 4:00 or by appointment.

Email:

craig.campbell@mail.utexas.edu

Note: The image on page one is a drawing of a Saami drum head. Saami are indigenous people of Northern
Europe (Sweden, Norway, Finland, and Russia). The drum head is in part a map that represents sacred, moral,
physical, and spiritual geographies. They are worlds that are navigated, lived, experienced, and re-told through
stories and histories.
More about Saami drums here: www.utexas.edu/courses/sami/diehtu/giella/music/noaidi.htm
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