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IRG 378: Capstone Research in  
International Relations and Global Studies 

 
SZB 524 M 4-7 pm Unique #39987 

 
Dr. Michael R. Anderson 

Office: MEZ 3.230 
Office hours: M 2:30-4 pm, W 1:30-3 pm 

E-mail: mra@mail.utexas.edu  
 

Course Description:    
 
This upper-level research seminar fulfills part of the requirement for the International 
Relations and Global Studies major.  Through readings, weekly discussions and 
individual consultation, this seminar provides students the opportunity to produce a 
significant paper of original research on a topic dealing with a contemporary global issue 
relating to culture, media and the arts; or science, environment, and technology. 
Globalization will provide the overarching perspective into these related issues. 
 
Required Text:  Frank J. Lechner and John Boli, eds., The Globalization Reader, 4th ed. 
(Wiley-Blackwell, 2012). 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

1) Assess the broad array of cultural and scientific issues facing state and non-state 
actors in our contemporary era of globalization.  This course will enable students 
to do so through reading and responding to a number of short scholarly articles 
that engage with the broad field of globalization, as well as by devoting 
significant time to class discussion. 

2) Become familiar with using university resources in academic research.  This 
course will encourage students to benefit from individual consultation with the 
instructor and fellow students in narrowing and sharpening topics and arguments, 
as well as offer guidance from library and writing center specialists. 

3) Master a topic of contemporary global importance.  Through the research and 
writing of a major paper, this course will require students to become conversant 
with the existing literature on a subject as well as make use of primary documents 
in order to craft a persuasive argument and provide evidentiary support. 

4) Integrate knowledge gained from previous IRG-related courses and study-abroad 
experience.  Papers ideally should build upon interest in one’s minor field area 
and use foreign-language sources when possible. 

5) Synthesize research and convey it in multiple formats.  In addition to the research 
paper, students will present their findings to the rest of the class in a brief oral 
presentation toward the end of the semester. 
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Grading Breakdown: 
  

• Reading responses (25 percent):  In the first five weeks of class, students are 
expected to read articles from the required text (see course schedule), and respond 
to a question posed by the instructor on Blackboard (see: assignments).  Reading 
responses to this question should consist of two typewritten pages (700 words 
max.), to be handed in during class (note: email responses will only be accepted in 
the case of a university-related absence or medical emergency).  Responses will 
be graded on a five-point scale.  

 
• Attendance/participation (10 percent): Students are expected to attend class 

each week and participate actively in discussion, whether concerning the weekly 
reading or fellow students’ work.  
 

• Paper proposal (5 percent):  A few weeks into the semester, students will 
submit two-page paper proposals that should detail the scope of the project, a 
tentative argument, and the potential resources available to complete the paper. 
 

• Rough draft (20 percent):  About a month before the end of the semester, 
students will be required to submit rough drafts of their papers.  This draft should 
outline the main argument, provide the structure for the body of the paper, as well 
as indicate any sourcing and thesis questions that still need to be resolved.  This 
draft should be at least 10-15 pages in length. 
 

• Oral presentation (10 percent):  In the weeks after handing in the rough draft, 
all students are required to present their findings to that point to classmates in a 
15-minute presentation, with discussion to follow.  Use of media (PowerPoint) is 
encouraged.   
 

• Final draft (30 percent):  On the last day of class, students are expected to 
submit a copy of their final paper.  The paper should be roughly 25 pages (8000 
words), fully edited and cited with appropriate footnotes.  A bibliography/works 
cited page (exclusive of page/word count) should follow the paper.    

 
• Overall semester averages will earn the following letter grades: 

93-100: A 90-92: A- 
87-89: B+ 83-86: B 80-82: B- 
77-79: C+ 73-76: C 70-72: C- 
67-69: D+ 63-66: D 60-62: D- 0-59:   F 

 
Undergraduate Writing Center:  Because the bulk of the work in this course revolves 
around researching and writing a significant paper, the instructor strongly encourages all 
those enrolled to make use of the Undergraduate Writing Center, FAC 211, 471-6222: 
http://www.uwc.utexas.edu/). The Undergraduate Writing Center offers free, 
individualized, expert help with writing for any UT undergraduate, by appointment or on 
a drop-in basis. Any undergraduate enrolled in a course at UT can visit the UWC for 
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assistance with any writing project. They work with students from every department on 
campus, for both academic and non-academic writing. Their services are not just for 
writing with "problems." Getting feedback from an informed audience is a normal part of 
a successful writing project. Consultants help students develop strategies to improve their 
writing. The assistance they provide is intended to foster independence. Each student 
determines how to use the consultant's advice. The consultants are trained to help you 
work on your writing in ways that preserve the integrity of your work. 
 
University of Texas Honor Code: The core values of The University of Texas at Austin 
are learning, discovery, freedom, leadership, individual opportunity, and responsibility. 
Each member of the university is expected to uphold these values through integrity, 
honesty, trust, fairness, and respect toward peers and community.  Any student found 
guilty of scholastic dishonesty may receive an “F” in the course and be remanded to the 
appropriate University of Texas authorities for disciplinary action.  For more information, 
view Student Judicial Services at http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs. 
 
Technology in Classroom: To facilitate a positive learning environment and minimize 
distractions in class, all cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off and 
put away.  In addition, students will not be allowed to use a laptop computer during class 
unless they provide documentation regarding its necessity as a learning aid and disable 
Internet access during class.     
 
Religious Holidays: According to UT-Austin policy, students must notify the instructor 
of an impending absence at least 14 days prior to the date of observance of a religious 
holy day. If a student must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project 
in order to observe a religious holy day, the student will be given an opportunity to 
complete the missed work within a reasonable time after the absence. 
 
Student Privacy:  The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) requires 
that student privacy be preserved.  Thus the posting of grades, even by the last four digits 
of the social security number, is forbidden.  All communication will remain between the 
instructor and the student, and the instructor will not be able to share details of the 
student’s performance with parents, spouses, or any others. 
 
Documented Disability Statement: The University of Texas at Austin provides upon 
request appropriate academic accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. For 
more information, contact Services for Students with Disabilities at 471-6259 (voice) or 
232-2937 (video phone). 
 
Emergency Evacuation Policy: In the event of a fire or other emergency, it may be 
necessary to evacuate a building rapidly.  Upon the activation of a fire alarm or the 
announcement of an emergency in a university building, all occupants of the building are 
required to evacuate and assemble outside.  Once evacuated, no one may re-enter the 
building without instruction to do so from the Austin Fire Department, University of 
Texas at Austin Police Department, or Fire Prevention Services office.  Students should 
familiarize themselves with all the exit doors of each room and building they occupy at 
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the university, and should remember that the nearest exit routes may not be the same as 
the way they typically enter buildings.  Students requiring assistance in evacuation shall 
inform their instructors in writing during the first week of class.  Information regarding 
emergency evacuation routes and emergency procedures can be found at 
http://www.utexas.edu/emergency. 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Date   Topic      Reading 
 
Jan. 23  Defining globalization   pp. 7-44; 88-103 
   
Jan. 30   Human rights and INGOs   pp. 291-337  
   
Feb. 6   Global media     pp. 340-384  
   
Feb. 13  Food, sport, religion    pp. 106-122; 136-141; 

387-424  
  

Feb. 20  Environmentalism and social justice  pp. 427-476; 500-508 
      
Feb. 27  Paper Proposals Due 
   In class: Writing instruction    
 
March 5  Library Instruction (meet in PCL) 
 
March 12   SPRING BREAK – no class    
 
March 19  Instructor consultation (I) 
     
March 26  Instructor consultation (II) 
 
April 2  Rough Drafts Due 

In class: Oral Presentations (I) 
 
April 9   Oral presentations (II)  
 
April 16  Oral presentations (III) 
 
April 23  Oral presentations (IV) 
 
April 30  Final Drafts Due 
   In class: Film (TBA) 


