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LAW AND SOCIETY IN CLASSICAL INDIA

PATRICK OLIVELLE


This seminar course examines the expert traditions of law and statecraft and the ways it illuminates the social, political, and religious history of classical India.  The course aims to introduce students to the complex, but fascinating texts of law and statecrasft, principally Kauṭilya's Arthaśāstra and the Dharmaśāstras, and their place in the intellectual history of India.  Broad questions concerning the relationship of religion and law, the nature of textual authority, jurisprudential commentary, and the role of customary law will be investigated against the background of India's history.  Classic works on Hindu law will be reinterpreted in the light of recent scholarship.  Additionally, a representative selection of Sanskrit texts will be read in English translation.


Grading: (1) Participation and weekly diary: 40%; (2) Final research paper: 60%.

Readings:

P. V. Kane, History of Dharmaśāstra
Robert Lingat, Classical Law of India
Duncan Derrett, selections from Essays in Classical and Modern Indian Law
Patrick Olivelle, Law Code of Manu
Patrick Olivelle, Kauṭilya's Arthaśāstra
Donald Davis, Spriti of Hindu Law
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