
GOV 382M: THUCYDIDES ON WAR AND EMPIRE 
Unique #39065 

TTH 2-3:30 in Bat 1.104 
 

Prof. Thomas L. Pangle 
tpangle@austin.utexas.edu 
Office Hours: Mon. 1:30-4:30 (and by appt.) in Mezes 3.154, tel. 232 1529. 
 
The course will be devoted to a study of Thucydides’ Peloponnesian War. 
—If you have not read the whole work before, read through it once to get a 

bird’s-eye view as soon as you can; then concentrate each week on the next 
portion announced for that week, aided by the study questions. For the first 
week, we will focus on Book One, secs. 1-23, the so-called “archaeology.” 

 
Texts: 
The Landmark Thucydides. Ed. R. B. Strassler. Simon & Schuster, Touchstone 

Books. (Revised Crawley translation, which is inaccurate and not at all 
reliable; but this edition has good maps and conventional scholarly notes that 
are helpful). 

The Loeb Library Thucydides, in four volumes. The translation is not altogether 
reliable but has facing Greek.  

The Hobbes Translation. Chicago: U. of Chicago Press, 1989. includes “Of the 
Life and History of Thucydides” (The famous introd. to Hobbes’s translation). 

An email attachment of selected literal translations of key passages by T. Pangle. 
Kagan, Donald. A New History of the Peloponnesian War. 4 volumes. Ithaca: 

Cornell, 1969-87. The major recent history of the period. Contains thought 
provoking critical discussions of Thucydides’ accuracy and judgments as 
a historian. 

 
Formal Requirements and Basis of Grading: 
—10-15 page interpretative paper on some portion of, or theme or problem in, 

Thucydides. Some suggested topics will be distributed. Due May 11 (40%). 
—class participation (10%). 
—Beginning second week 5 one-two page papers (600 words max.) responding 

to one of the study questions that has not yet been discussed, or 
interpreting another question of your own or a portion of the text that has 
not yet been discussed. Each of these is to be emailed to EVERYONE IN 
THE CLASS Monday of the week you have chosen to write (50%). 

 
Recommended Secondary Literature: 

Ahrensdorf, Peter. “Thucydides’ Realistic Critique of Realism.” Polity 30 
(1997): 231-65. 

_____. “Thucydides.” in T. Pangle and Peter Ahrensdorf, Justice Among 
Nations: On the Moral Basis of Power and Peace. U. Kansas, 1999. 

_____. “The Fear of Death and the Longing for Immortality: Hobbes and 
Thucydides on Human Nature and the Problem of Anarchy.” 
American Political Science Review 94 (2000): 579-93. 

Bolotin, David. “Thucydides.” In History of Political Philosophy, ed. Strauss 
and Cropsey. U. of Chicago, 1987. 



Burns, Timothy. “Marcellinus’ Life of Thucydides, translated into English 
from the Greek, with an Introductory Essay.” Interpretation, A 
Journal of Political Philosophy 38 (December, 2010) 3–25. 

_____. “The Virtue of Thucydides’ Brasidas.” Journal of Politics 73 (April 
2011) 508–523. 

_____. “Nicias in Thucydides and Aristophanes, Part II: Nicias and Divine 
Justice in Aristophanes.” Polis, Journal of the Society for Greek Political 
Thought 30 (Spring 2013). 

_____. “Nicias in Thucydides and Aristophanes’ Part I: Nicias and Divine 
Justice in Thucydides. Polis 29 (Fall, 2012).  

_____. “Hobbes and Dionysius of Halicarnassus on Thucydides, Rhetoric 
and Political Life.” Polis 30 (Fall 2013). 

Bruell, Christopher. “Thucydides’ View of Athenian Imperialism.” 
American Political Science Review 68 (1974) 11-17. 

_____. “Thucydides and Perikles.” St. Johns Review 32:1 (1981) 24-29. 
Collins, Susan, and Devin Stauffer. Empire and the Ends of Politics: Plato’s 

Menexenus and Pericles’ Funeral Oration. Focus, 1999.  
Forde, Steven. The Ambition to Rule: Alcibiades and the Politics of Imperialism 

in Athens. Ithaca: Cornell, 1989. 
_____. “Classical Realism.” In Terry Nardin and David Mapel, eds., 

Traditions of International Ethics. Cambridge, 1992. 
_____. “International Realism: Thucydides, Machiavelli, and Neorealism.” 

International Studies Quarterly, 39 (1995) 141-60. 
Gomme, A. W., A. Andews, and K. J. Dover. A Historical Commentary on 

Thucydides. 5 vols. Oxford, 1945-81. The older standard classicists’ 
commentary. 

Hornblower, Simon. A Commentary on Thucydides. 3 vols. Oxford, 1991-
2008. Newer replacement of the preceding. 

Johnson, Laurie M. Thucydides, Hobbes, and the Interpretation of Realism. 
DeKalb, Ill.: Northern Illinois, 1993. 

Lee, Ronald C. “Justifying Empire: Pericles, Polk, and a Dilemma of 
Democratic Leadership.” Polity 34 (2002) 503-31. 

Orwin, Clifford. The Humanity of Thucydides. Princeton, 1994. 
Palmer, Michael. Love of Glory and the Common Good: Aspects of the Political 

Thought of Thucydides. Rowman and Littlefield, 1992. 
Strauss, Leo. The City and Man. Chap. 3. Rand McNally, 1964. 
_____. “Preliminary Observations on the Gods in Thucydides’ Work.” In 

Studies in Platonic Political Philosophy. U. of Chicago, 1983. 
_____. “Thucydides: the Meaning of Political History.” In The Rebirth of 

Classical Political Rationalism. U. of Chicago, 1989. 
 

Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the 
Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, Services for Students with 
Disabilities, 512-471-6259, 

http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd/ 


