Global Chinese Literature
ANS372
Spring 2013

Instructor: Dr. Susan Wan Dolling
Office: WCH 5.104A
Office Hours: Fridays, 11 am -12 pm and by appointment


Course Description
This course is designed to unravel and examine the warp and woof of literature produced in Taiwan, Hong Kong and the Chinese Diaspora or, described another way, we will be studying literary works of Chinese writers who live outside of the Chinese mainland or what has come to be called “Cultural China.” Confining ourselves to the greater half of the last century to the present, the course will be organized geographically, thus: Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Europe and North America. It will also, necessarily, be structured against the historical background that is part of the makeup of such writers’ various circumstances, thus, we begin with two of the most important Modern writers from Taiwan, Bai Xianyong and Wang Wenxing, heirs of the May Fourth Movement of Republican era China, growing up in post-Civil War Taiwan, with their anti-traditionalism and reexamination of Confucian/feudalist ethical relations. Zigzag back to Zhang Ailing’s novellas/short stories set in wartime Shanghai during the Sino-Japanese War and following her to Hong Kong, Taiwan and the U.S.  we will then move onto readings from a selection of fiction writers in Taiwan and Hong Kong before taking on the rest of the world. Readings will be in English, either translated from Chinese or French originals or originally written in English by Chinese writers in the Diaspora.

Grading Policy:  
Weekly reading journal entries (500-600 words per entry)       		 60%
 Term Paper (proposed, researched, developed)   				  20%
Attendance , Participation, Presentations					  20%



Texts:

1) Shih Shuqing, City of the Queen, translated by Lin & Goldblatt, Columbia UP,  2005 

2) Chu T’ien-wen, Notes of A Desolate Man, translated by Lin and Goldblatt, Colimbia UP, 1999

3)  Zheng Gui-xing, My South Seas Sleeping Beauty, translated by Valerie Jaffee, Columbia UP 2007

4) Dai Sijie, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, translated by Ina Rilke, Anchor Books 2002 

5) David Henry Hwang, M Butterfly, Penguin, A Plume Book, 1986   

6)  Ha Jin, Waiting, Vintage Paperback 1999 

7) Wang Wen-hsing, Family Catastrophe, translated by Susan Wan Dolling, University of Hawaii Press, 1995 

8) Tan Twan Eng, The Gift of Rain, Weinstein Books, 2008

9) Li Yiyun, A Thousand Years of Good Prayer, Random House, 2005

All other reading material will be made available one way or another.


Reading Schedule (a guide):

Week One Jan 14	Wang Wen-hsing/Wang Wen-xing, Family Catastrophe, trans. Dolling, Parts One & Two

Week Two Jan 21	(Monday MLK Day)	Family Catastrophe, Part Three	plus
			From Pai Hsien-yung/Bai Xianyong, Taipei People, trans. Kao, “New Year’s Eve,” 
“The Dirge of Liang Fu,” “The Last Night of Taipan Chin”	

Week Three Jan 28	Taipei People cont’d: “Wandering in the Garden, Waking from 
A  Dream,” “State Funeral, “ “The Eternal Snow Beauty”

Week Four  Feb 4	Eileen Chang/Zhang Ai-ling, The Golden Cangue, author trans.

Week Five Feb 5		Eileen Chang/Zhang Ai-ling, Love in a Fallen City and “Amah” author trans.

Week Six  Feb 18	Yuan Qiong-qiong, “Mulberry Sea,” “Fever,” “Cat,” 
Xi Xi, “A Girl Like Me,” “The Drawer,” “The Cold,”
			Peng Cao, “Persimmons,” Xin Qi Shi, “Stuck in the Throat”

Week Seven  Feb 25	Shih Shu-ching, City of the Queen, trans. Lin and Goldblatt

Week Eight Mar 4	Tan Twan Eng, The Gift of Rain (through Spring Break)


SPRING BREAK

Week Nine Mar 18	Zhang Guixing, My South Sea Sleeping Beauty, trans. Jaffee

Week Ten Mar 25	Ha Jin, Waiting

Week Eleven Apr 1	David Huang, M Butterfly and Da Sijie, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Week Twelve Apr 8	Chu T’ien-wen, Notes of a Desolate Man, trans Goldblatt

Week Thirteen Apr15	Yiyun Li, A Thousand Years of Good Prayer

Week Fourteen Apr 22	Selections from Leung Ping-kwan’s City at the End of Time, trans. Osing
			And selctions from Yang  Mu’s poetry, trans. Allen and Yeh 

Week Fifteen Apr29	Conclusions	



Class  Schedule:

Week One

Jan 14		Introductions: historical, geographical, local	


Week Two	
Jan 23		Wang Wen-hsing, Family Catastrophe, Parts One and Two
						First journal essay due Friday, Jan 25

Week Three

Jan 28		Family Catastrophe Part Three and Intro to Pai Hsien-yung’s Taipei People


From here till the end of term, class lectures, presentations and discussions will follow Reading Schedule, for example Week Three’s reading will be the class material for Week Four and so on.  Any changes in the Reading Schedule and therefore Class Schedule will be announced in advance.

Final Paper is due on last week of class but needs to be worked on throughout the term. Come and see me early, soon after the midterm break, to talk about topics of interest.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You can expect to make two class presentations over the course of the semester; sign-up sheet will be handed out first week of classes. First presentations will be on Family Catastrophe Parts I and II on the Wednesday after MLK Day.
