ITL 328 COMPOSITION AND CONVERSATION 
Unique # 37445
Fall 2013
T & TH 9:30–11:00   BEN 1.108

Instructor:	Cinzia Russi
Office: 		HRH 3.110 B
Phone:           	471-7024
E-mail:		russi@austin.utexas.edu
Office hours:	T & TH 11:15–12:15, and by appointment
		
Course Description - Descrizione del corso
Objectives	The goals of this course are to improve students’ skills in writing and speaking in Italian, as well as to increase their level of comprehension (both reading and listening). Furthermore, we aim at expanding the students’ knowledge of Italian culture. We will reach these goals by: 
a.	Reading short stories, articles, and a short novel 
b.	Reviewing the grammatical structures presented in the textbook and readings 
c.	Listening to a variety of audio material and watching videos and movies.
*** This course is conducted exclusively in Italian.

Attendance	Regular attendance is required; more than three absences will lower the final grade; for the fourth absence, three points will be deducted from the final grade; four points for the fifth absence, up to a maximum of 10 points.
*** This policy will be strictly enforced.

Participation	Students will be asked to come to class well prepared on the readings, to complete all the grammar exercises assigned, and to be ready to participate to class discussions.

Writing Flag
This course carries the Writing Flag. Writing Flag courses are designed to give students experience with writing in an academic discipline. In this class, you can expect to write regularly during the semester, complete substantial writing projects, and receive feedback from your instructor to help you improve your writing. You will also have the opportunity to revise one or more assignments, and you may be asked to read and discuss your peers’ work. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from your written work. Writing Flag classes meet the Core Communications objectives of Critical Thinking, Communication, Teamwork, and Personal Responsibility, established by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.


I.	Substantial writing projects to be completed during the course:
a.	4 essays (two-to-three pages) on topics related to the assigned readings.
b.	4 summaries (one-to-two pages) of audio-visual material watched in class.
c.	1 script of the final oral presentation. This is a group presentation on a topic of Italian culture, language, history, etc. chosen by the students with the instructor’s guidance, which requires some research. Each student is responsible for writing about three pages of the script.
In total, students will write from a minimum of 15 to a maximum of 23 pages of material throughout the semester.
II.	Feedback students will receive from the instructor, and what opportunities will they be given to revise their writing:
Students will receive extensive feedback on each paper, which will include grammatical and lexical corrections as well comments on the organization and content of the paper, stylistic choices, and selection and effective use of appropriate arguments. Feedback will be provided in written form on the students’ assignments and in one-on-one meetings with the instructor when needed. Students will be required to rewrite 3 of the four essays based on the instructor’s feedback. 

III.	Amount of the final course grade will come from the written work: 
· Essays 			20% 
· Summaries	15% 
· Script 			  5%
· Total 			40%


IV.	Opportunities students will have to read each other’s work and offer constructive criticism:
Students will exchange two essays and one summary and read and comment on them. Students, grouped into two, will upload their papers on Blackboard, and each student will edit his/her classmate’s papers (outside of class). They will then exchange and discuss on their comments in class. Students will turn in their revised drafts to the instructor, together with their initial drafts and the copies edited by their classmate.

Writing Center:
I strongly encourage you to use the Undergraduate Writing Center, FAC 211, 471-6222: http://www.uwc.utexas.edu/). The UWC offers free, individualized, expert help with writing for any UT undergraduate, by appointment or on a drop-in basis. These services are not just for writing that has "problems": Getting feedback from an informed audience is a normal part of a successful writing project. The UWC’s trained consultants work with students from every department on both academic and non-academic writing. Using methods that preserve the integrity of your work, they help you develop strategies to improve your writing and become a more independent writer. Whether you are writing a lab report, a resume, a term paper, a statement for an application, or your own poetry, UWC consultants will be happy to work with you.

Compositions/Summaries		Proper use of grammar as well as content will both greatly affect the composition/summaries grade. In order to get full credit, students must turn in compositions/summaries on the days indicated on the syllabus. 
Evaluation’s criteria for each composition/summaries:
1. Proper use of grammar 	30 points
2. Variety of vocabulary 		20 points
3. Creativity 			10 points
4. Content 			20 points
5. Organization 			20 points

Oral presentations       Students will give two oral presentations in class. The first one can be given either individually or in groups: each student will speak for about 5 minutes on a current event pertinent to Italian society, after researching it online. The second one will be a group presentation: each group will comprise from three to five students and each student is expected to speak for about 7 minutes. You are free to choose the “genre” of your presentation: a satire, a comedy, a drama, an interview, a movie, etc. (if you choose to videotape your presentation, remember that you must have at least a “live” introduction in class). The subject must be based upon the material we have studied in the course; you can focus on one reading/author/film or two, or combine all of them together.
For all the presentations: No reading allowed! You may use index cards if extremely necessary, but please, be prepared to present in the first presentation and act out your “role” in the last one as much as possible without reading.
Evaluation’s criteria for each presentation:
1. Pronunciation 			30 points
2. Proper use of grammar  	20 points
3. General performance 		10 points
4. Content			20 points
5. Vocabulary			20 points

Texts	           Oliver-Federici, Theresa. 2008. Developing writing skills in Italian. London: Routledge.
	           Bianchi, Alessia, Clelia Boscolo & Stephen Harrison. 2004. Practicing Italian 
[bookmark: _GoBack]grammar. London: Routledge.
 
Useful sites       Garzanti Linguistica	http://www.garzantilinguistica.it
  Eulogos 		http://www.eulogos.it

Grade policy		The final grade will be computed as follows:
Class participation			10%
Compositions					20%     
Summaries						15%     
Script								  5%             
Short quizzes                  	15%
One midterm exam			35%
Oral presentation				20%  

Grading system             
	Letter Grade
	GPA Points
	Percentage Grade

	A
	4.0
	93%-100%

	A-
	3.67
	90%-92%

	B+
	3.33
	87%-89%

	B
	3.0
	83%-86%

	B-
	2.67
	80%-82%

	C+
	2.33
	77%-79%

	C
	2.0
	73%-76%

	C-
	1.67
	70%-72%

	D+
	1.33
	67%-69%

	D
	1.0
	63%-66%

	D-
	0.67
	60%-62%

	F
	0
	Less than 60



Use of Blackboard		In this class, I use Blackboard, a Web-based course management system with password-protected access at http://courses.utexas.edu, to distribute some course materials. You can find support in using Blackboard at the ITS Help Desk at 475-9400, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., so plan accordingly.

Tutors	Please refer to the French and Italian Department’s web page or visit the French and Italian Department’s Undergraduate Office in HRH http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/frenchitalian/student-resources/Tutors--Translators.php
Be aware that tutors ARE NOT ALLOWED to do homework for you rather give you individual attention in mastering complex grammatical structures and oral skills. Moreover, if the professor deems – due to a discrepancy with your oral and written performance in class – that your homework has been done with the help of a computer-translation-program or a tutor, you will receive a ‘no-grade’ for that paper; the ‘no-grade’ will neither lower nor raise your overall grade average. Please read carefully the policy on Scholastic Dishonesty.                       

IL CIRCOLO ITALIANO 	Throughout the semester, the Italian Club shows six Italian movies (Adria Frizzi) and offers the Tavola Italiana, weekly meetings where students can practice Italian in an informal setting (Antonella D. Olson). The Tavola meets every Friday, 3:30-4:30, at the Cactus Café (Texas Union). Additional events sponsored by the Italian Club will be announced in class. 

ROME STUDY PROGRAM - DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH AND ITALIAN
The Rome Study Program gives students of all majors the opportunity to spend six weeks in Rome, Italy during the first summer session. Italian families host students providing an in-depth experience of Italian life-style and language. Please visit our website: http://sites.google.com/site/romestudyprogram/Home and/or contact Program Director: Antonella D. Olson, HRH 2.106 B, phone: 471-5706/5531, adolson@austin.utexas.edu 

Critical Dates		Please note the following critical dates for class administration:
· January 17: Thursday Last day of the official add/drop period; after this date, changes in registration require the approval of the department chair and usually the student’s dean. (See General Information, chapter 4, for details.)
✓  Last day undergraduate students may register and pay tuition without the approval of 
the registrar.
· January 30: Wednesday Twelfth class day. This is the date the official enrollment count is taken.
✓ Last day an undergraduate student may add a class except for rare and extenuating 
circumstances.
✓  Payment for added classes (add bill) due by 5:00 pm.
✓  Last day to drop a class for a possible refund. (See General Information, chapter 4, for 
details.)
· April 1: Monday Last day an undergraduate student may, with the dean’s approval, withdraw from the University or drop a class except for urgent and substantiated, nonacademic reasons.
✓  Last day a student may change registration in a class to or from the pass/fail or credit/no credit basis.

***PLEASE READ CAREFULLY Required UT University Notices and Policies (end of syllabus)
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