Fall 2013 Course Description:    Jewish Latin American Culture
SPN 352 JS 363 LAS 370S 

Taught in Spanish

Instructor:  Prof. Naomi Lindstrom

       e-mail:  lindstrom@austin.utexas.edu

       office:   BEN 4.144 , 232 4537    M 2-3, W 4-5, Th 3-4

Required Texts:  

Should be at University Co-op.  In addition, there is a course packet.  You must purchase the packet because it contains required readings.  It is at Jenn’s Copy & Binding, 2200 Guadalupe Street, Austin 78705, tel. 473 8669, fax 476 6505, or jenns@io.com.

Timerman, Preso sin nombre, celda sin número
Gerchunoff, Los gauchos judíos
Shúa, El libro de los recuerdos  
Freilich, Cláper (University Co-op will have bound photocopies of this novel)

Steimberg, Músicos y relojeros
Grading Criteria:  proposal for term paper, 14%

                            midterm examination, 27.5%

                            final version of term paper, 22.5%

                            quizzes 6%

                            final examination 30%

Attendance Policy:  Attendance is a requirement.  Four cuts permitted;  subsequent unexcused absences result in 1% grade reduction each.  An excused absence is an absence satisfactorily explained by a note.

The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with some of the outstanding Jewish writers, filmmakers, and other creators from Latin America, with special emphasis on those who portray in their work the situation of the Jewish communities of their respective cities and countries.  The readings will include works by both Ashkenazic and Sephardic writers and from a range of Spanish-speaking Latin American countries, along with one Brazilian author and several who represent U.S. Latino Jewish writing in English, in addition to relevant films. Another topic will be the Jewish themes that appear prominently in some of the writings of a non-Jewish author, the renowned Jorge Luis Borges.


One of the requirements of the class is to write a term paper of at least 1700 words (approximately 6-7 pages in normal-size type) on a topic not covered in the syllabus.  Each student will need to analyze literary works that are not in the course readings, although other writings by the same author may appear in the syllabus.  Any student with a reading knowledge of Portuguese is welcome to write his or her term paper on a Brazilian Jewish writer. The alternative to writing a literary analysis for the term paper is to research and write a paper on a Latin American Jewish creative figure working in some other medium, such as a painter, sculptor, or film director.   

