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Education

Ph.D.

Romance Studies, Cornell University, 2003

M.A.

Romance Studies, Cornell University, 1996

Laurea

Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bologna, Italy, 1991
Dissertation

"The Dialogic Construction of Woman in the Italian Renaissance."
Dissertation Committee Members: Marilyn Migiel, Romance Studies; William Kennedy, Comparative Literature; John Najemy, History.

Fellowships

Sage Fellowship granted for two years during Graduate School at Cornell University

Academic Appointments

2003- present


Lecturer, Department of French and Italian, 

The University of Texas at Austin

2002-2003


Lecturer, Department of Romance Studies, 

Cornell University

1998-2002


Lecturer, Department of French and Italian,





The University of Texas at Austin

1993-1995


Teaching Assistant, Department of Romance Studies,





Cornell University

Spring 1993
Lecturer, Department of Modern Languages and 

Literatures, Ithaca College



Fall 1992


Assistant Instructor, Department of Romance Studies,





Cornell University
Teaching
ITL 604: Accelerated First Year Italian

ITL 506, 507: First Year Italian

ITL 312K, 312L: Second Year Italian

ITL 328: Conversation and Composition (Upper Division Italian)

ITC 349 (cross-listed with E 322, EUS 361, and WGS 345) Boccaccio’s Decameron

ITC 365 Independent conference courses

NSC 110: Dean’s Scholars Seminar on “Technology and Culture” (Fall 2006)

TASP 07: “Science, Technology, and the Responsible Citizen”, UT Austin Telluride Association Summer Program (Summer 2007)

First Year Italian Language (at Cornell and Ithaca College)

Freshman Writing Seminar: “The Craft of Storytelling” (at Cornell)

Projects
DASE Collection: “Canzoni, Italian Songs” (database of over 800 Italian popular songs archived in the Digital Archive Services of Liberal Arts ITS)

Department and University Service
GKA National Italian Honor Society 

Awards and Prizes Ceremony Committee

UTExplore

Papers at Conferences

"Perfect Griselda and Her Imperfect Tellers": The American Association for Italian Studies XXV Annual Convention Chapel Hill, NC, 2005
“Is It True Idyll? Veronica Franco and the Final Poem of Her Canzoniere”: Entralogos, Cornell University, 1995
“Antonio Tabucchi: I treni che vanno a Madras”: The American Association for Italian Studies XXV Annual Convention Phoenix, AZ, 1995

I have been a Lecturer in the Department of French and Italian since 1998, with a hiatus of one year in 2002-03 when I returned to Cornell to finish my dissertation and obtain my Ph.D. My focus at UT has always been teaching and I have worked in ways that have taken advantage of my interests and the different strengths of my education. 

First of all, I have taught Italian language at all levels always with a strong emphasis on culture both high - the arts, history, government – and popular, in particular songs. In 2004, through a FAST Tex program, I was able to put together a database of more than 800 popular songs covering almost 100 years and many different genres. I have used this database regularly in my classes, especially in the first year of upper division Italian (ITL 328) where the students are asked to search the songs in order to both understand the period they belong to, experience a more direct form of language expression, and look into grammar in an engaging, easier to remember manner.

Beside language classes, since 2005 I have taught a course on the Italian masterpiece “The Decameron” by the XIV century author Giovanni Boccaccio, a text I discussed in my doctoral dissertation. The course is currently being considered by the Core Texts and Ideas Program for inclusion in their curriculum. I believe to be particularly qualified to teach courses with a writing component such as this since, as a graduate student at Cornell University, I was trained in teaching writing at the John S. Knight Institute for Writing in the Discipline, one of the first and best writing program in the country. As a trainee, I had to take a summer course on teaching writing, work as an assistant instructor for an experienced faculty who was teaching an intensive course for entering freshmen, and finally teach a freshman writing seminar under the supervision of the Director of the program itself. 

Finally, I have enjoyed exploring a different path while teaching together with my husband Lorenzo Alvisi, a Professor in the Computer Science Department at UT Austin. We first taught a Dean’s Scholar Seminar and then, in the Summer of 2007, the Telluride Association Summer Program (TASP) at UT. The Telluride Association is a US non-profit organization that provides young people with free educational programs emphasizing intellectual curiosity, democratic self-governance, and social responsibility. As the theme of our TASP, we chose “Science, Technology, and the Responsible Citizen” and we took eighteen junior high school students (most from the US, but also from Turkey and the Netherlands) on the equivalent of a two-semester tour-de-force (three hours a day, five days a week for six weeks) that weaved together literature, philosophy of science, opera, and fundamental results in Computer Science. The syllabus for the class can be found at: http://www.cs.utexas.edu/users/lorenzo/TASP.pdf
