The City in South Asia, the Middle East and Africa. 

Anthropology 324 L. Spring 2010

Tuesday and Thursday: 11 am - 12.15 pm

Kamran Asdar Ali.

Office: EPS 1.116

Phone: 471 7531

Email: asdar@mail.utexas.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 1 pm -2 pm and by appointment. 

The class will focus on how recent scholarship on cities has concentrated on the informal sector, rural-urban migration and peri-urban spaces. During the course of the semester the students will engage with material from the three regions of the world to address some of the following questions: Does the city represent a site of personal autonomy and political possibilities for women/men? At different moments public discourse in distinct societies has produced the city as both site of modern citizen-making and site of corruption/ pollution. How have different classes of people in distinct temporalities/spatialities negotiated these tensions? How do urban politics and policies reshape households and communities' relationship to the city? What political space is provided for subjects to resist or renegotiate state sponsored attempts to re-order the urban landscape?

Grading Policy and Requirements: The students will be required to regularly attend the class. I shall also expect students to have read the assigned material, as I shall run the class as a seminar rather than a lecture course. I shall intervene and explain where necessary, but the onus will be on the student(s) to lead and engage in discussions.. More than three absences without notice shall reflect on your final grade. There shall be no exams. Instead I shall expect one class presentation, two papers and a final group project. The paper and research topics will be discussed and elaborated upon during the course of the semester. 

Grades Distribution:

Attendance and Participation:    15 points

Class presentation:                      10   points              

First paper:                                  25 points

Second paper:                             25 points

Group Project:                            25 points

Books Ordered at the CO-OP.

Alaa Al Aswany. The Yacoubian Building. Harper Press. 

Christopher Davidson. Dubai: The Vulnerability of Success. Columbia University Press

Mike Davis: Planet of the Slums. Verso Press.

Naguib Mahfouz: Midaq Alley. Anchor Books

Laura Ring: Zenana. University of Indiana Press.

There is also a course pack available at Speedway (Dobie Mall) that has additional readings.

Week One: January 19 and 21
Introduction 

Saskia Sassen: Whose City Is It? Globalization and the Formation of New Claims. In Course Pack. 
Kamran Asdar Ali and Martina Rieker: Urban Margins. In Course Pack

Week Two:  January 26 and 28

Timothy Mitchell: An Appearance of Order. In Course Pack
Driss Maghraoui: Gendering Urban Colonial Casablanca. In Course Pack

Zeynep Celik: An Outline of Urban Structure. In Course Pack

Week Three: February 2 and 4
William Glover: Changing Houses. In Course Pack

Achille Mbembe: Aesthetics of Superfluity. In Course Pack 

AbdouMaliq Simone: People as Infrastructure: Intersecting Fragments in Johannesburg. In Course Pack

Week Four: February 9 and 11
Derek Gregory:  Defiled Cities. In Course Pack
Danny Hoffman: The City as Barracks. In Course Pack

Week Five:  February 16 and 18
Thomas Blom Hansen: Race, Security and Spatial Anxieties in the Post Apartheid City. In Course Pack. 

AbdouMaliq Simone: Remaking Urban Socialities. In Course Pack. 

Week Six: February 23 and 25
Film: District Nine. 

First Paper Due on February 25, 2010.
Week Seven: March 2 and 4
Mike Davis: Planet of the Slums.
Week Eight: March 9 and 11
Planet of Slums, Continued. 
Mathew Gandy: Learning from Lagos

Rem Koolhass: Fragments of  a Lecture on Lagos. 

Spring Break: March 15-20, 2010. 
Start Reading Midaq Alley and Yacoubian Building. 

Week Nine: March 23 and 25
Asef Bayat: Cairo Cosmopolitan. In Course Pack.
Naguib Mahfouz: Midhaq Alley
Week Ten:  March 30 and April 1. 
Alla Al Aswany: Yacoubian Building
Second Paper Due April 6, 2010.

Week Eleven: April 6 and 8
Film: Q2P by Paromita Vohra

Paromita Vohra: No Man’s Land: A Visual Essay (to be distributed)

Thomas Blom Hansen: Sovereigns Beyond the State: On Legality and Authority in Urban India. In Course Pack. 

Week Twelve: April 13 and 15
Arjun Appadurai:  Spectral Housing and Urban Cleansing: Notes on Millennial Mumbai. In Course Pack. 
Laura Ring: Zenana
Week Thirteen: April 20 and 22
Zenana Continued. 

Norma Moruzzi: Tied up in Tehran: A Metaphor

Ahmed Kanna and Arang Keshavarzian: The UAE’s Space Race

Christopher Davidson: Dubai. 
Week Fourteen: April 27 and 29
Dubai Continued

Presentations.

Week Fifteen: May 4 and 6.
Presentations

Final Paper/Group Project Due on Thursday May 6th, 2010. Before 5 pm in my office. 
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