Psychopharmacology

PSY 353K; Unique #87125

Summer 2010
NOA 1.126  1:00-2:30

Instructor:   Tim Schallert, Ph.D.

TA:  Jackie Kane


Office:
  SEAY 5th Floor 5.232          
SEAY 5th Floor 5.232

Office Hrs: M-Th 2-2:30

 MW 11:30-1:00

E-mail: 
tschallert@mail.utexas.edu

 jacquelinerkane@gmail.com
*Please inform the instructor before or after class to meet with him in office hours that day





Content:

This course will cover recent findings concerning the mechanisms of action and the behavioral effects and side effects of psychoactive drugs.  As the various types of drugs are discussed (anti-depressants, anti-schizophrenia drugs, anti-parkinson drugs, anti-anxiety drugs, stimulants, sedative-hypnotics, alcohol, opioids, hallucinogenics), the relevant details of brain cell synaptic function and transmitter pathways will be highlighted as needed for an integrated view of drug mechanisms and the neurochemical basis of psychiatric disorders and substance abuse. 

It is highly recommended that you will have already taken a class in which the action potential and synaptic mechanisms of neuronal cell signaling will have been covered.  

Required reading:

Anatomy of an Epidemic: magic bullets, psychiatric drugs, and the astonishing rise of mental illness in America
Robert Whitaker

Exams and Grading Policy:


There will be two exams (multiple choice and short answer essays). Each exam will count 50% of your final grade.  Missing class correlates highly with poor grades, so do NOT miss class. The class lectures are essential. Having someone else take notes for you will not substitute for taking your own notes. There will be no opportunity to re-take an exam or write a paper to improve a grade.  Makeup exams may be permitted only for absences with doctor’s excuse, and these will be mostly essay exams (students with doctor’s excuses must contact the TA by email within 2 days after missing the exam to arrange to take the makeup exam). Final grades will include +/- (A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F).

Special Needs:

The University of Texas at Austin provides, upon request, appropriate academic accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, Services for Students with Disabilities, 471-6259.

Class Schedule (approximately):
Dates

        Topics



 
June 3-4
  Introduction

        

June 7-11
  Basic mechanisms of drug action;

 

  neurotransmitters, synaptic



  transmission, drug abuse, neuroadaptations leading to



  tolerance, withdrawal and long-term side effects from drugs

June 14-18
  Major adult psychiatric disorders




                                

        21-22
   (antidepressants, antipsychotics)
 

June 23
  Exam 1

June 24-25
  Ritalin & ADHD kids; stimulants for attention

June 28- July 1     Cocaine and amphetamine


July 6-7
  Barbiturates, alcohol, and                   




  opioid drugs (heroin and related)








July 8

  Hallucinogens, marijuana





July 10
  Final Exam

