             ITL 390L The Question of Italian Romanticism: Foscolo, Manzoni, 




Leopardi

Instructor: Daniela Bini; Office: HRH 2.122; Office Hours: Mon. 10-12 and by appointment


The course will centered on the so called three Crowns of Italian Romanticism, in order to show how ambiguous and unreliable these categories are. Not only Romanticism is a difficult category to define, but the Italian version of it is even more arduous as the study of these three writers with their diversity will prove. They will be studied in their own right, but through their diversity we will explore the complex issue of Italian Romanticism in order to try to understand the absence in European and American criticism of a discourse on Italian Romanticism. We will thus touch upon the discourses of national identity, neo-classicism and the construction of the myth of Italy by foreign writers.


We will briefly discuss the major role played by Madame De Stael’s view of Italy in her famous novel Corinne, some manifestos of Italian Romanticism, and the ideas expressed in F. Schiller's Naive and Sentimental Poetry, in order to understand the long debate between Classicists and Romantics, 'ancients' and  'moderns.'  These discussions will be propaedeutic to the reading of our authors, Ugo Foscolo, Giacomo Leopardi and Alessandro Manzoni.  The social aspect of Italian Romanticism will also be discussed in the light of the historical movement Risorgimento. We will watch Visconti’s film Senso, some of Vincenzo Bellini’s and Giuseppe Verdi’s operas, and read some sonnets by Milanese writer Carlo Porta, and Roman writer Giuseppe Gioacchino Belli.

GRADING POLICY

The final grade will be determined by class participation-discussion, short response essays, one oral report (40%) and one final paper of 15 to 20 pages (60%).
Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, Services for Students with Disabilities, 471-6259, http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd/
Academic dishonesty: Plagiarism, the use of others’ ideas and words without appropriate acknowledgement, will not be tolerated.
Religious Holidays. By UT Austin policy, you must notify me of your pending absence at least fourteen days prior to the date of observance of a religious holy day.  If you must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in order to observe a religious holy day, you will be given an opportunity to complete the missed work within a reasonable time after the absence.

TESTI PRIMARI (at Coop and a packet at IT Copy, 512 West  MLK Blvd. Phone: 476-6662): 

Ugo Foscolo, Le ultime lettere di Jacopo Ortis, “Dei sepolcri,” alcuni sonetti

Giacomo Leopardi, Operette morali,  Canti, Pensieri, Zibaldone (a selection)
Alessandro Manzoni, I promessi sposi, Lettera sul Romanticism, few examples of poetry.

Bellini, Vincenzo, Norma

Verdi, Giuseppe, Aida, Excerpts from other operas.

Some sonnets by Carlo Porta and Giuseppe Gioacchino Belli

TESTI SECONDARI (on reserve at PCL): 

E. Raimondi, Romanticismo italiano e romanticismo europeo; A. Ascoli & K.C. Von Henneberg, Making and Remaking
Italy: The cultivation of National Identity around the Risorgimento; M. Praz, "Romantic Sensibility " in The Romantic
Agony; H. Honour, Romanticism, "Introduction"; M.H. Abrams, The Mirror and the Lamp and Natural Supernaturalism;
 H. Bloom ed., Romanticism and Consciousness; J. Luzzi, Romantic Europe and the Ghost of Italy; M. Puppo, Il Romanticismo Z. Baranski & R. West. The Cambridge Companion to Modern Italian Culture




SYLLABUS

26 agosto

Introduzione al corso

31 agosto

Luzzi: Introduzione: “Italy Ambivalent Modernity”
Discorsi e lettere sul Romanticismo: De Stael, Leopardi, Di Breme, Manzoni

http://it.wikisource.org/wiki/Sulla_maniera_e_utilità_delle_traduzioni
http://www.classicitaliani.it/ottocent/dibreme02.htm

http://it.wikisource.org/wiki/Lettera_sul_romanticismo_a_Cesare_D'Azeglio

1 settembre
lezione di Alex Wettlaufer su Corinne di Germaine De Stael.

7 settembre
Luzzi: I capitolo; Foscolo: alcune lettere d’amore.

9 settembre
Le ultime lettere di Jacopo Ortis
14 settembre
Foscolo, Dei sepolcri

16 settembre
Foscolo, sonetti

21 settembre  
Giacomo Leopardi: selezione da Zibaldone ed Epistolario
23 settembre
Leopardi, Canti: All’Italia, “L’ultimo canto di Saffo,”Il primo amore,“Il passero solitario”

28 settembre
Leopardi, Canti: “L’infinito,” “La sera del dì di festa,” “Alla luna”

30 settembre
Leopardi, Canti: “La vita solitaria,” “Alla sua donna,” “A Silvia,”

5 ottobre
Leopardi, Canti: “Le ricordanze,” “Il canto notturno,” 

7 ottobre
Leopardi, Canti: “La quiete dopo la tempesta,” “Il sabato del villaggio”

 “A se stesso,” “Aspasia,”




12 ottobre

“Il tramonto della luna,” “La ginestra”
14 ottobre
Leopardi, dalle Operette morali
19 ottobre

Leopardi, dalle Operette Morali
21 ottobre

Leopardi: dalle Operette morali
26 ottobre

 Alessandro Manzoni: qualche poesia; I promessi sposi
28 ottobre

I promessi sposi
2 novembre
I promessi sposi
4 novembre
I promessi sposi
9 novembre
Vincenzo Bellini: Norma; some excerpts fromVerdi’s operas
11 novembre
Verdi’s Aida
16 novembre
Camillo Boito’s “Senso” and Luchino Visconti: Senso
18 novembre
Sonetti di Carlo Porta e di Giuseppe Gioacchino Belli

23 novembre
Oral reports

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

30 novembre
Oral reports

2 dicembre
Oral reports

