Government 312L
INSSUE AND POLICIES IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:
POVERTY AND POLITICS
Prof. Henry Dietz - h.dietz@austin.utexas.edu
Spring 2010 – meets in JGB 2.324

Office: Batts 3.124
Hours: M and W 2-4

Teaching assistants:
Stephen Joyce - stephen_m_joyce@yahoo.com, M 11-12:30, T 12:30-2, BAT 1.118
Ryan Lloyd - lloydr418@gmail.com – T, Th 3:30-5, BAT 1.118
Government 312L satisfies the second half of the mandated six hours of government that every UT student must
take. Its topic - Poverty and Politics - deals with questions concerning what poverty is and why it exists, with
welfare policies in the US and in Texas, and with poverty and politics in the Third World. The course assumes the
basic knowledge of government from GOV 310L, but nothing more.
Questions concerning the nature and cause of poverty and what to do about it are by definition controversial and
subject to much debate. This course does not presume that either the instructor or the readings has The Answer to
such questions. Rather, our collective goal for the semester is to identify the major schools of debate around such
questions and for you to think about them. If you have already decided how you feel about poverty, the course may
provoke you to think again; if you have never given the question any thought, the course may provoke you into
thinking about such questions.
Given the size and nature of the course, it is taught by lecture. There will always be time for discussion and
participation in class, however. Attendance can make a clear difference at the end of the semester and failure to
attend class can lower your grade. active participation in class can raise your grade if you are borderline.
Grades are drawn from three in-class exams; the first two count 35% apiece, and the third 30%. These exams are
not cumulative. I shall look for evidence of improvement over the semester and will reward progress as appropriate.
In addition, you may write an optional extra paper that counts the same as one mid-term (the paper is not a
substitute for a midterm, however; it is in addition to the required three midterms). You are strongly encouraged to
consult with me about a paper if you want to write one. See the attached description of the paper option.
Any student with disabilities may request appropriate accommodations from the Division of Diversity and
Community Engagement, Services for Students with Disabilities (471-6259).
A notice regarding academic dishonesty: You should all be familiar with the UT Honor Code (or statement of
ethics) and an explanation or example of what constitutes plagiarism (see the University Honor Code:
http://registrar.utexas.edu/catalogs/gi09-10/ch01/index.html)
By UT Austin policy, you must notify me of your pending absence at least fourteen days prior to the date of
observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in
order to observe a religious holy day, you will be given an opportunity to complete the missed work within a
reasonable time after the absence.
Grading: final grades will be determined on a +/- basis as follows:
93-100 = A
90-92 = A87-89 = B+
83-86 = B
77-79 = C+

80-82 = B77-79 = C+
73-76 = C
70-72 = C60-69 - D

Below 60 = F

BOOKS TO BE PURCHASED
Dinitto, Social Welfare: Politics and Public Policy, special Pearson Custom edition, available
in the University Coop
Isbister, Promises Not Kept, 7th edition (2005)
Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed to Death in America (2008)
Rodgers, American Poverty in a New Era of Reform, 2nd ed. (2006
READING ASSIGNMENTS
25 August - Introduction to the Course
27, 30 August, 1 September - What is Poverty?
Dinitto, chapters 1
Rodgers, chapters 1, 2, 3
3, 6, 8, 10, 13 September - Why Does Poverty Exist?
Dinitto, chapters 3, 11
Rodgers, chapter 4
15, 17, 20, 22 September - Poverty in Texas
Google “Texas Politics” or go to http://texaspolitics.laits.utexas.edu and click on “Poverty”. Read the
materials on this site during this two-week period.
24 September - First Examination
27, 29 September, 1, 4 October - Policies Directed Toward Poverty
Dinitto, chapter 2
Rodgers, chapter 5
NOTE: During the 22 September – 27 October period, read Ehrenreich, complete
6, 8,11, 13, 15 October - Social Groups and Policies
Dinitto, chapters 5 (pp. 167-179), 6, (pp. 280-302), 8 (303-345)
18, 20, 22, 25, 27 October - Programs and Policy Evaluation
Dinitto, chapters 4, 9
Rodgers, chapters 6, 7, 8, 9
29 October - Second examination
1 November through 3 December – Global Poverty and Inequality
Isbister, complete
Final exam – Thursday, 14 December, 9-12. Do not ask for a change in date, please.
Optional papers are due on or before 12 November. No exceptions!

Optional Papers
If you wish, you may write a short (6-8 pp. double-spaced) paper. This paper will be in addition to (NOT as a
replacement for) the three exams. In other words, the exams are required; the paper is not.
The paper can count as much as one of the exams, but that depends on how you do on the paper. If you have an
overall average of (for example) 78 on your exams and write a B paper, this will clearly bring your grade up. If,
however, you have an average of 82 and write a C paper, the paper grade will not bring your overall average down.
That is to say, if your paper grade can raise your overall grade, it will; if it would lower your overall grade, it won’t
count. The only thing your paper grade can do is raise your grade or keep it where it is – it can’t lower your
semester grade.
The topic for your paper is pretty much up to you, and students in the past have written on a wide variety of topics.
These have included family histories (tied in to some readings), home town profiles of poverty, first-hand
experiences, and the like, as well as more or less standard research papers. I have also had students do photo essays
on poverty, interview people involved with poverty (charity groups and the like), and so forth. Use your
imagination – but be prudent and realistic at the same time. If we have covered a topic in class and you want to
pursue it, fine; if there’s a topic we haven’t covered, fine as well.
I strongly suggest that see me (not the TAs) once you have thought about a topic. Even if you know you want to
write a paper but can’t think of a topic, by all means come by. And don’t wait until April 1 to start your paper (it’s
due 16 April); it won’t be worth doing.
If two (but no more) of you want to write a joint paper, that’s fine, but just know that each of you will receive the
same grade – period.
On-line sources are fine and may be necessary, but they won’t be sufficient. Use the libraries on campus!

