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The war in Syria, started by locals,
is now a regional conflict, the meeting
ground of two warring blocs. On one
side, the radical Shiite bloc led by Iran,
which overflies Iraq to supply Bashar
Assad and sends Hezbollah to fight for
him. Behind them lies Russia, which
has stationed ships offshore, provided
the regime with tons of weaponry and
essentially claimed Syria as a Russian
protectorate.
And on the other side are the Sunni
Gulf states terrified of Iranian hegemony (territorial and soon nuclear);
non-Arab Turkey, now convulsed by an
internal uprising; and fragile Jordan,
dragged in by geography.
And behind them? No one. It’s the
Spanish Civil War except that only one
side — the fascists — showed up. The
natural ally of what began as a spontaneous, secular, liberationist uprising
in Syria was the United States. For two
years, it did nothing.
President Barack Obama’s dodge
was his chemical weapons red line.
In a conflict requiring serious statecraft, Obama chose to practice forensics instead, earnestly agonizing over
whether reported poison gas attacks
reached the evidentiary standards of
“CSI: Miami.”
Obama talked “chain of custody,”
while Iran and Russia, hardly believing
their luck, reached for regional hegemony — the ayatollahs solidifying
their “Shiite crescent,” Vladimir Putin
seizing the opportunity to dislodge
America as regional hegemon, a position the U.S. achieved four decades ago
under Henry Kissinger.
And when finally forced to admit that
his red line had been crossed — a “game
changer,” Obama had gravely warned
— what did he do? Promise the rebels
small arms and ammunition.
That’s it? It’s meaningless: The rebels
are already receiving small arms from
the Gulf states.
Compounding the halfheartedness,
Obama transmitted his new “calculus”
through his deputy national security
adviser. Deputy, mind you. Obama
gave 39 (or was it 42?) speeches on
health care reform. How many on the
regional war in Syria, in which he has
now involved the United States, however uselessly? Zero.
Serious policymaking would dictate that we either do something that
will alter the course of the war, or do
nothing. Instead, Obama has chosen to
do just enough to give the appearance
of having done something.
But it gets worse. Despite his commitment to steadfast inaction, Obama
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has been forced by events to send F16s, Patriot missiles and a headquarters unit of the 1st Armored Division
(indicating preparation for a possible
“larger force,” explains the Washington
Post) — to Jordan. America’s most reliable Arab ally needs protection. It is
threatened not just by a flood of refugees but by the rise of Iran’s radical
Shiite bloc with ambitions far beyond
Syria, beyond even Jordan and Lebanon to Yemen, where, it was reported
just Wednesday, Iran is arming and
training separatists.
Obama has thus been forced back
into the very vacuum he created — but
at a distinct disadvantage. We are now
scrambling to put together some kind
of presence in Jordan as a defensive
counterweight to the Iran-HezbollahRussia bloc.
The tragedy is that we once had a
counterweight, and Obama threw it
away. Obama still thinks the total evacuation of Iraq is a foreign policy triumph. In fact, his inability — unwillingness? — to negotiate a Status of Forces
Agreement that would have left behind
a small but powerful residual force
in Iraq is precisely what compels him
today to re-create in Jordan a pale facsimile of that regional presence.
Whatever the wisdom of the Iraq
War in the first place, when Obama
came to office in January 2009, the war
was won. Al-Qaida in Iraq had been
routed. Nouri al-Maliki’s Shiite government had taken down the Sadr Shiite
extremists from Basra all the way north
to Baghdad. Casualties were at a wartime low, the civil war essentially over.
We had a golden opportunity to reap
the rewards of this too-bloody war by
establishing a strategic relationship
with an Iraq that was still under American sway. Iraqi airspace, for example,
was under U.S. control as we prepared
to advise and rebuild Iraq’s nonexistent air force.
With our evacuation, however, Iraqi
airspace today effectively belongs to
Iran — over which it is flying weapons,
troops and advisers to turn the tide
in Syria. The U.S. air bases, the vast
military equipment, the intelligence
sources available in Iraq were all abandoned. Gratis. Now we’re trying to hold
the line in Jordan.
Obama is learning very late that,
for a superpower, inaction is a form of
action. You can abdicate, but you really
can’t hide. History will find you. It has
now found Obama.
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As the legislature debates the
merits of several bills that would further restrict access to abortion care
in Texas, it’s a good time to pause and
reflect on the impact of the restrictions
that are already in place. Our research
at the Texas Policy Evaluation Project
has found that House Bill 15, passed
in 2011, has not led women to change
their minds about having an abortion.
Instead it has created burdens that
have disproportionately affected lowincome and rural women.
HB15 is often referred to as the
“sonogram law,” but the part of the law
that is most difficult for women is the
requirement to make an extra visit to
the clinic at least 24 hours before the
abortion to have an ultrasound performed and explained by the same physician who will perform the abortion.
At the end of last year, we surveyed 318
women who were seeking abortion services after they had completed their
extra mandatory consultation visit in
six cities across the state in order to
learn more about their perspectives on
the law’s requirements.
Prior research has found that women
are very sure of their decision by the
time they come to the abortion clinic,
and this was true in our study as well.
Ninety-two percent said that before
they had the consultation and ultrasound, either they were sure of their
decision to have the abortion or they
thought abortion was a better choice
for them at that time than having the
baby. After the consultation visit, this
proportion was unchanged.
One of the most concerning findings
from our study is that some women
may be trying to induce the abortion
on their own because of difficulties
accessing care in clinics. In our survey,
7 percent of women reported taking
something on their own to try to end
their pregnancy before coming to the
clinic. While this phenomenon has
been described before in Texas, the
prevalence of abortion self-induction
we found in this survey is higher than
that reported in a 2008 national survey
of abortion patients.
Most women ended up having to
wait more than 24 hours between their
ultrasound and abortion appointments. Twenty percent of women said
the clinic was unable to schedule them
sooner, often because it was difficult
to have the same physician explain
the ultrasound results and then perform the abortion exactly 24 hours
later. About one-third of women we
surveyed reported that having to wait
between visits had a negative effect on
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Dear Readers,
We don’t have to remind
you that the slumping
economy is taking a bite out of
corporate profits, and newspapers aren’t immune. To meet
that challenge, we’re taking
steps to make your newspaper
experience easier to read with
news you need.
Beginning July 1, we will
trim the fat from the news
pages as we give you more
concise stories, fewer photos,
in trendy black and white,
and only the half-dozen comic
strips our research shows you
really want. Our research also
tells us that stock tables cause
depression in people older
than 60, so say goodbye to
gloom and hello to sunny days.
Also beginning July 1, we
are eliminating the Editorial
and Op-ed pages three days
a week. On Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday, if we publish on those days (more about
that later), you will not have
to endure the snotty rants of
pundits you’d never invite to a
backyard barbecue.
We’ll also get rid of those
tiresome advice columnists
who claim to know all the
answers. Ditto with health
news, which consists of contradictory results of studies
that scare the bejabbers out of
you. Your health is very important to us, since, frankly, our
circulation depends on elderly
people like you who don’t
have computers, don’t want
them and wish the world were
a simpler place.

Effective Aug. 1, we will publish five days a week, instead
of seven. Actual publication
days will vary and depend on
whether we secure enough
advertising to warrant publishing. But be assured, even
though you will pay the same
price for your paper, you will
get a package that reflects your
needs, desires and priorities.
To further cut costs while
maintaining our high level of
service, we will close our customer service hot lines. We
can do that by offering our
loyal readers the opportunity
to deliver your own papers on
days we publish.
Here’s how self-delivery
will work. Loyal readers will
select one resident per square
block to pick up the papers at
our distribution points. Since
we print your newspaper at
state-of-the-art facilities in
Death Valley, the round trip
shouldn’t take more than six
hours, traffic permitting. Once
the papers arrive on your
block, you can distribute them
any way you like. If plastic
bags are your thing, have a ball
stuffing your newspaper in a
plastic bag. We have posted a
video on our website, which,
if it hasn’t crashed again, will
show you how to roll your
very own newspaper. And
remember, wet papers are
now your responsibility, so
on rainy days you can do what
we’ve never been able to do:
deliver a dry paper.
You may be wondering how
we’ll collect for your subscrip-

tion. You’ll simply give us your
credit card number, which we
will not share with anyone,
unless our servers are hacked,
in which case we’ll notify you
as soon as we’re back up and
running. Once you’ve given
us the OK, we’ll charge your
card every two weeks for — get
ready for this — $9.95. After
the initial two weeks, we’ll
raise or lower your rate based
on the price of newsprint, ink
and reporters’ salaries.
Speaking of reporters,
we’ve made some changes
that you’ll appreciate. We
no longer will cover the buffoons in Washington and City
Hall and our police reporters
will try to get honest jobs outside the newspaper industry.
Ditto for our photographers,
namby-pamby pundits, health
reporters and most editors.
We believe reporters should
get it right the first time.
To serve you better, we will
accept large display ads on the
front page. In fact, we will sell
the front page to any advertiser who shows us the green.
While we will publish an occasional news photo in trendy
black and white, our ads will
be in living color.
And so, friends, as we
trudge through these hard
times together, we will continue to give you News You
Need That’s Easy to Read.
Thanks for being loyal readers.
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their psychological or emotional wellbeing. As one woman we interviewed
said, “I knew right away that this is
what I wanted. That first day stopped
the process and made me more anxious.” Several clinics reported a significant increase in the proportion of
abortions performed in the second trimester, perhaps because of scheduling
delays, which is concerning given the
increased health risks and costs associated with later procedures.
At the same time, having to get to
the clinic for the extra visit was difficult for a sizable proportion of women.
One-quarter of women we surveyed
said it was hard to get to the consultation visit. Almost half of women
reported some out-of-pocket expense
related to the extra visit (not including
any charges paid to the clinic), such as
lost wages, childcare or travel costs; on
average these costs totaled $141.
Last, it is important to note that
budget cuts for family planning services and restrictive funding policies
from the last legislative session will
undoubtedly have an effect on the
state’s abortion rate. In our survey,
45 percent of women seeking abortions said they were unable to access
the birth control method they wanted
to use in the three months prior to getting pregnant. More than half of these
women reported barriers such as cost,
lack of insurance coverage for contraception, or difficulty finding a clinic.
This finding highlights how particularly cruel it is to consider further
restrictions on abortion access after
so recently dismantling the state’s
family planning safety net. Rather than
helping women make a difficult decision, HB15 and the current proposals
create burdensome logistical barriers
for women — especially low-income
women and those living outside urban
centers. This is not the time to make it
even harder for these women to access
the medical care they need.
(SPTTNBOJTWJDFQSFTJEFOUPGSFTFBSDIBU
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A church in Austin, one in Bastrop and one in
Pflugerville have each dropped their sponsorship of
Boy Scout troops over the organization’s decision to
accept openly gay Scouts.
We asked followers on Facebook this week to weigh
in: Should churches revoke their Boy Scout sponsorship? 48 people voted, and more commented. Here are
the results:
Yes; they have every right to do so: 24
No; the children are the ones harmed: 15
Both: 1
Christian churches should behave in a Christian manner: 7
I never liked meeting there anyway!: 1

Felipe Adan Lerma:
In other words, there’s no
winner here, I would hope a
charity of spirit would prevail
here.

The choice is yours not mine.
What I do care about is that
everyone knows the LOVE
of God and can practice his
patience and kindness!

Benji Kauth: I personally
don’t stop donating clothes
or food to local churches just
because I don’t agree with all
of their policies. Many offer
great services for the community and exhibiting a childish
reaction in regards to a single
issue is just silly.

Mark Evert: There are
denominations out there
that are very supportive and
accepting of gays ... Presbyterians, Episcopalians, etc.
... but those liberal policies
haven’t really helped them
in terms of membership ... in
some cases their membership
is declining faster than more
conservative churches.

Daniel Carroll: They have
every right to spend their
money how they want, even if
it’s because they are hateful,
small, little people who totally
miss Christ’s message. What a
shame.
Michelle Clark-Chandler:
I hear just as much hatred
towards the churches, as the
churches are towards the Boy
Scout’s beliefs. They have
their beliefs, and are just as
passionate about how they feel
as the rest of you are. What
gives you the right to feel the
way you want to feel, but they
aren’t allowed to. Hmmmm I
sense hypocrisy coming from
your side too. If you don’t
believe in those churches then
don’t attend them! I don’t
care if you are gay or not.

Beth Murray: Boy Scout
troops are VERY welcome at
First United Methodist Church
in Bastrop.
Adele Roberson: The Scout
troops will survive for another
hundred years ... not to worry.
Churches are all too busy
loving Jesus and hating people
who are different from them. I
think Jesus does not love these
people back ... but that is their
problem. Lets the rest of us write a check to our local Boy
Scouts today.
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